INSTINCT, INTELLIGENCE AND CHARACTER
have samples of reading of a difficulty suitable for each
age. This suitability is not decided by Mr. Burt's opinion,
or anyone's opinion. It is decided by actual trial on
thousands of London children. Every child who is tested
by that reading scale adds his own small influence to the
determination of the norms of performance, as a bet regis-
tered by the pari mutuel modifies the odds. The piece of
reading labelled x years is of such difficulty that 50 per
cent, of London children of x years fail in it, 60 per cent,
pass, by actual trial. The average child just passes.
In this particular test the paragraphs for reading are
suitably printed on cards, and the examiner hands them
to the child one by one, beginning with an easy example
which he can certainly read, and climbing up the scale of
difficulty to where he breaks down A " reading age ** is
thus obtained.
A statistical measure which has come into wide use in
America of late years is thfe Achievement or Accomplish-
ment Ratio (in contradistinction to the Intelligence Quo-
tient) We can form a general accomplishment ratio
from a combination of tests of different sorts, or we can
form a separate accomplishment ratio for each school
subject, for instance, for reading In this last case the
Reading Accomplishment Ratio would be obtained by
dividing the reading age, not by the chronological age, but
by the wemtal aye Thus an Accomplishment Ratio of 100
means that a child's school performance is equal to that
of the average child of his own mental age His perfor-
mance may be considerably beyon I the average for his
chronological age; but if he is intelligent above the
average, this is only what we are entitled to expect
from him. Or his performance may be considerably
below the average of his chronological age But if he
is handicapped by inborn dullness, he deserves praise
if he has made as much of his one talent as can on
the average be expected,
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